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Theory of the Introduction of Shogi via Southeast
Asia: Viewed from the Forms of Makruk Pieces: Study
of the Reversing of Promoted Bia Pieces
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In this article, I will conduct a study concerning the
forms of Bia pieces by focusing on Makiruk pieces made
m the period from the 12t to 16t centuries because, in
Southeast Asia, they exist only in Thailand at present,
and examine when the reversing rule in Makruk was
established.

As for the Kalong pieces that were used in Makruk,
the reversing rule of promoted pieces equivalent to
pawns 1s unlikely to have been employed in the 15%
and 16% centuries. This is in contrast to the fact that the
rule was applied to the Kohfukuji Temple pieces in
Japan in the late 11t century. The rule, which is a very
simple idea depending on the form of the pieces, was
established in the early 11* century or before in
Southeast Asia, accepted in southern China, and then
mtroduced to Japan. Despite this, it is quite unhkely
that the rule was not employed by Makruk in the Lan

Na Kingdom in northern Thailand. However, among
the Buriram pieces, there is one possible quadrangular
Bia piece, and it has a reversible form. Even so, while it
is obvious from the fact that the Buriram pieces were
produced in the period from the beginning of the 12t
century to the early 13* century; and from the forms of
China’s Xiangqi pieces, it should be noted that even
though pieces have a reversible form, there are some
cases to which the reversing rule of promoted pieces
does not apply.

1. Among ceramic pieces in the 15t and 16%
centuries, there are no pieces resembling shells. So,
it can be assumed that the use of shells for Bia
pieces was introduced in relatively recent times.

2. Among the Kalong pieces, there are no
possible Bia pieces that can be reversed.

3. Among the Buriram pieces, there is a
possible Bia piece that can be reversed.

4. The fact that there is no possible Bia piece
that can be reversed among the Kalong pieces in
the 15% and 16% centuries could serve as
circumstantial evidence that the establishment of
the reversing rule of promoted pieces equivalent to
pawns in Southeast Asia does not date back to very
old times.

5. As for the Bangkok Museum pieces and
Kalong pieces, only the Ma pieces have a
representational shape. In addition to this fact,
considering similarities between the current
Makruk pieces and the Bangkok Museum
pieces/Kalong pieces in terms of some forms of
Ruea pieces, it can be considered that both are
Makruk pieces.

Though unfortunate, the study failed to absolutely
deny the Southeast Asia theory. However, I believe that
the study successfully showed the possibility of refuting
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the foundation of the theory that assumes the existence
of Shogrlike games in Southeast Asia even in the
periods when relevant materials do not exist.
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